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April 21, 2014 
 

To the Honorable President Toni Preckwinkle and the Cook County Board of Commissioners: 
 
I am pleased to present the 2013 Annual Report for your review on behalf of the Cook County 
Medical Examiner’s Office (the Office).  Thanks to the support of the leadership of Cook County 
the Office made great strides in 2013 toward becoming the premiere Medical Examiner’s Office 
in the country.  To summarize: 
 

 Working closely with the Office of Capital Planning and Policy, the Office designed a 
state-of-the-art morgue cooler with a capacity for 275 adult bodies and 60 fetal 
remains.  This renovation, which was completed in early 2014, ensures that the patients 
examined at the Office will be housed with respect and dignity. 

 The Office worked with consultants who were experts in lean manufacturing concepts 
to evaluate and re-engineer workflow in all sections.  These new, streamlined processes 
were then used to optimize the design of our innovative case management software 
which is currently in dual testing prior to full implementation in Q3 of 2014. 

 At the beginning of 2013, 6 forensic pathologists and one trainee were employed by the 
Office resulting in lengthy autopsy report turnaround times and violations of national 
accreditation standards for number of autopsies per pathologist.  Through aggressive 
recruiting the Office now has eleven forensic pathologists and one trainee on staff 
enabling the Office to reduce their Phase II accreditation deficiency to a Phase I 
deficiency.  Additional staff will start July 1, 2014. 

 Nine medicolegal death investigators achieved certification by the American Board of 
Medicolegal Death Investigators. 

 The Office worked toward correcting deficiencies in policies, procedures and staffing 
throughout 2013 in an effort to regain accreditation by the National Association of 
Medical Examiners.  This hard work resulted in Provisional Accreditation in early 2014.  
One of our four Phase II deficiencies has already been corrected.   
 

The progress made by the Office in 2013 represents the cumulative efforts of both our staff and 
a host of other departments of Cook County government.  The focus in 2014 will be to continue 
to recruit high-quality professionals to join our team, eliminate additional Phase II accreditation 
deficiencies, implement innovative technology in the pathology and toxicology sections, foster 
transparency in our daily operations, enhance customer service, and remain fiscally disciplined.  
The Office will continue to operate at a per capita cost that is significantly lower than national 
recommendations while providing the citizens of Cook County accurate and timely results.  It is 
an honor to continue to serve as Cook County’s Chief Medical Examiner. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 Stephen J. Cina, MD 
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AT A GLANCE-2013 

Number of deaths investigated                                                                             12300 

Number of cases admitted to Institute                                                                 4637 

Number of cases by manner of death 
              Accident                                                                                                         1580 
              Homicide                                                                                                          555 
              Natural                                                                                                           2734 
              Suicide                                                                                                               470 
              Undetermined                                                                                                 133 
 
Homicides autopsied                                                                                                   554 
 
Suicides autopsied                                                                                                       132 
Non MVA- Accident deaths certified                                                                      1294 
 
MVA - Accidental deaths certified                                                                            285 
 
MVA-Accidents autopsied                                                                                            41 
 
Non-MVA Accidents autopsied                              628 
 
Naturals autopsied                                                                                                       751 
 
Undetermined autopsied                                                                                            116 
 
Unidentified autopsied                                                                                                     5 
 
Scene visits                                                                                                                      576 

Number of NAMECs (Not a Medical Examiner’s case)                                          7663 

Number of bodies transported to the office                                                           4637 

Number of bodies transported that were paid by the office                                    4 

External examinations 
          By physician                                                                                                          2313 
          By investigator                                                                                                       816 
 
 
 
 



 
 

AT A GLANCE-2013 (cont.) 

 
Partial autopsies                                                                                                                98 

Complete autopsies                                                                                                      2129 

Hospital autopsies under ME jurisdiction                                                                      0 

Cases where toxicology was performed                                                                   3571 

Bodies unidentified after examination                                                                            5 
                      
Exhumations                                                                                                                          1 
 
Unclaimed bodies                                                                                                             547 

Average number of bodies in storage per day                                                           191 

Organ donations                                                                                                                 91 

Tissue donations                                                                                                               233 

Cornea donations                                                                                                             702 

Microscopic studies                                                                                                         904 

Formal neuropathology studies                                                                                      31                                                                             

Formal cardiac pathology studies                                                                                   32  
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